Grimes Related to OxyContin:

Mostillegd druguseinvolvescrimina activity
gpart fromtheillegal possessionand saleof the
drug. When OxyContinisillegaly diverted,
related crimescaninclude:

Armed robbery

Burglary

Shopliftingindrug stores
Hedlth carefraud
Insurancefraud
Obtainingillegd prescriptions

Street Names and Prices:

OxyContinisknown onthestreetsas:
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POOR MAN'SHEROIN
OXYCOTTON
HILLBILLY HEROIN

A singletablet usudly sdisfor $1 per
milligram. Theretail cost of a100-tablet bottle of
40 mg OxyContinis$400. Sold on the street
however, this same 100-tabl et bottlewould be
worth $4,000.

For additiona informationrelated tothe
informationinthisor any other brochure
presented by the Office of Attorney Generdl,
please contact our Drug Demand Reduction
Unit at thefollowing numbers.

Harrisburg Pittsburgh
(717)705-0418 (412)880-0475
Erie Philadelphia
(814)871-4756 (215)937-1376
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ddru@attorneygeneral.gov

JERRY PAPPERT

OxyGontin:

Dangers
of Abuse




You may have heard
news reports about a
prescription drug
called OxyContin.
Although OxyContin
isa highly effective
drug for treating
patients with chronic
or severepain, itis
beingillegally
obtained and sold on the streets of
Pennsylvania. When thisdrug isabused, it can
cause serious problems - severerespiratory
depression, addiction and even death.

OxyContinisillegally diverted or stolen from
doctors, pharmacists and hospitals by
individuals who want to abuseit or sell it on
the street for profit. Drug addictswill steal or
forge prescriptions and even rob pharmaciesto
get this drug.

Asyour attorney general, | believe we all need
to work together to prevent theillegal use of
OxyContin and the crimes related to its
diversion. Please take a few minutesto read
this pamphlet. Educating ourselves against the
dangersof illegal drug useisthefirst step
toward preventing abuse and drug-related
crime.
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Gerald J. Pappert
Attorney General

What is OxyGontin?

OxyContinisan opiatederivativeavailable by
prescription and isused to treat moderateto
severepain, especially thechronic pain associated
with debilitating conditionsand diseaseslike
cancer. It comesintablet formand hasatime-
release effect that givesrelief over a12-hour time
period. When used as prescribed, OxyContin
hel pscancer patientsand chronic pain sufferers
managetheir pain and add quality totheir lives.

OxyContin’sactiveingredient - oxycodone-
haseffectssamilar to heroin, makingit more
attractiveto somedrug abusers. Normally, the
OxyContin tablet would be swallowed whole. But
peopleabusingit will chew onthetablet, crushit
and snort the powder, or even dissolvethe
powder inwater and inject thesolution. Crushing
thetablet destroysthetime-rel ease properties of
thedrug, making theeffectsquickly felt.

OxyContinisusualy prescribedin 10 mg, 20
mg, 40 mg and 80 mg tablets. Many people
mistakenly believethat medicinesinpill or tablet
formarelessdangerousthan street drugs. The
stigmaof using needles, buying from dedlersin
unsavory placesand other percelved dangersare
not associated with abusing legal drugsobtained
fromalegitimate source. But OxyContinisa
potent pain reliever and, if not taken asdirected
under the supervision of adoctor, serious
problemscan occur.

Effects:

When chewed, snorted, or injected,
OxyContin producesahigh similar to that of
heroin and can be just asdangerousand
addictive. OxyContin suppressestherespiratory
system. If used with acohol or other depressants,
it can bedeadly. If the abuser goesto dleep, his
respiration can decreaseuntil breathing actualy
stops.

Withdrawal from OxyContinissmilar to
withdrawal from other opiates.

Effects can include:

B Nausea/\VVomiting
B Swedting

M Irritability

B Abdominal Cramps
M Diarrhea

B ChillsgGoose Bumps 4
B |nsomnia -
M Addiction




